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SUBJECT: KING'S VISIT TO USS NIMITZ 

REF: STATE 204718 

1 . SUMMARY. KING JUAN CARLOS AND QUEEN SOFIA, 

ALONG WITH SMALL PARTY, SPENT SEVEN HOURS ON USS 
NIMITZ THURSDAY, AUGUST 19. VISIT INCLUDED TOUR 
OF SHIP. LUNCHEON ON BOARD, AND DEMONSTRATION OF 
FLIGHT OPERATIONS. KING WAS PLEASED BY VISIT AND 
IMPRESSED WITH WHAT HE SAW. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN COORDINATION WITH CINCUSNAVEUR AMBASSADOR 
EXTENDED AN INVITATION TO KING TO VISIT USS NIMITZ 
ON AUGUST 19. THIS VISIT WAS INTENDED TO STRENGTHEN 
THE GOOD WILL THAT JUAN CARLOS HAS ALREADY DEMON- 
STRATED FOR THE U.S. AND THE US SPANISH DEFENSE 
RELATIONSHIP. IT IS ALSO TO BE HOPED THAT THE 

VISIT AND THE ATTENDANT PUBLICITY IT RECEIVES WILL 
ADD TO IMPRESSIONS OF SAFETY OF NPW, AND ASSIST 
INDIRECTLY IN OBTAINING SPANISH PERMISSION FOR 
NPW VISITS TO SPANISH PORTS. 

3. KING AND QUEEN AND AMBASSADOR PLUS PARTY WERE 
LIFTED BY HELICOPTERS FROM PALMA DE MALLORCA TO 
NIMITZ, WHICH REMAINED OUTSIDE SPANISH TERRITIROAL 
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BRIEFING ON LAYOUT AND FUNCTION OF SHIP AS WELL 
AS ON SIXTH FLEET ACTIVITES AND SOVIET PRESENCE IN MED. 
FOLLOWED BY A TOUR OF REPRESENTATIVE AREAS ON BOARD. 
THREE-MAN SPANISH TV FILM TEAM AND KING'S PHOTOGRAPHER 
COVERED VISIT. 

4. FOLLOWING LUNCHEON ON BOARD, KING AND PARTY 
WITNESSED DEMONSTRATION FLIGHT OPERATIONS BY AIR 
GROUP, INCLUDING LAUNCH AND RECOVERY AND TARGET 
PRACTICE. KING WAS ESPECIALLY INTERESTED IN AIR 
CRAFT AND SEABORNE OPERATIONS. 

5. OVERALL PRESS COVERAGE HAS BEEN LIMITED. ALL 
PAPERS CARRIED BRIEF STORY FROM SPANISH NEWS SERVICE 
LOGOS FRIDAY MORNING, AND SPANISH TV HAS BROADCAST 
SHORT FILMED REPORT. 

6. COMMENT: VISIT WAS A USEFUL EXERCISE AND SHOULD 
BE HELPFUL IN PREPARING THE WAY TO MOVE FURTHER 
TOWARD OBTAINING GOS APPROVAL FOR NPW VISITS TO 
SPANISH PORTS. THE KING SEEMED INTERESTED IN THE 
IDEA THAT PRIME MINISTER SUAREZ BE INVITED TO VISIT 
NIMITZ AND URGED THAT INVITATION BE EXTENDED TO HIM. 

WE WILL PURSUE THIS MATTER LATER. 

STABLER 
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